SUMMARY: Part of the echinoderm material (Echinoidea and Asteroidea) sampled by 59 Agassiz trawls during the "Victor Hensen" Campaign 1994 is summarized in a preliminary species list. In total, 7 echinoids and 21 asteroids have been determined to species from the area between Paso Ancho and Cape Horn. All of them were known from the area before.
INTRODUCTION
Some of the echinoderms of the Straits of Magellan and neighbouring areas were first mentioned by Feuillée in 1707. After that, several expedition reports through the 19th century added to the knowledge of the species composition of this interesting fauna. It was not until Agassiz (1879 Agassiz ( ,1881 , Carpenter (1884 Carpenter ( , 1888 , Lyman (1878 Lyman ( , 1879 Lyman ( , 1882 , Sladen (1889) and Théel (1882 Théel ( , 1886 reported on the specimens collected by the "Challenger" expedition, that the abundance and endemic character of it was recognized. A great part of the about 350 species of echinoderms inhabiting the south-eastern Pacific and Antarctica (Larraín, 1995) belong to the Magellanic Province, which extends at greater depths into lower latitudes (Codoceo and Andrade, 1987) .
This report is a preliminary account of echinoids and asteroids collected from a total of 59 Agassiz trawl (AGT) stations in the area from the Straits of Magellan and neighbouring areas, at depths between 15 and 670 m. The small AGT used had a width of 1.5 m and 10 mm mesh in the codend ( Arntz and Gorny, 1996) . Information has also been gathered from the photographs taken on deck, some of which exhibit specimens that can be identified with reasonable certainty but were not present in the samples analyzed. Unfortunately, several of these photos correspond to stations with echinoderms that were not included in the samples sent to the authors.
DISCUSSION
The 28 species identified (Table 1 and 2) are well known members of the Subantarctic echinoid and asteroid fauna. Notably, two genera among the irregular echinoids are endemic to the area (Brisaster, Tripylaster), one (Abatus) is more widespread, with Antarctic, Subantarctic and South Atlantic representatives. Of the regular echinoids, one is circumpolar (Pseudechinus) with most of its species living in New Zealand and Australia, one (Austrocidaris) is endemic, with representatives in the Patagonian and Antarctic fauna, and two other species are distributed along the Chilean coast up to Ecuador (Loxechinus) and further north (Arbacia), reaching around the tip of South America into the Atlantic. Unfortunately no specimens of the two most interesting genera present in the area (Sterechinus, Dermechinus) were collected.
The same pattern is found among the Asteroidea, with endemic genera (Ceramaster), typically Patagonian genera with Antarctic connections (Cosmasterias, Odontaster, Solaster), circumpolar and Antarctic connections (Porania), and genera of more northern and widespread distribution (Patiria, Henricia), reaching into the South Atlantic, east to the FalklandMalvinas area (Hippasterias, Ganeria) .
Overall, the recorded echinoderm fauna shows no significant novelties or depth or range extensions.
However, the specimens represent a most valuable reference collection, deposited both at the Museo de Zoología, Universidad de Concepción, and at the Universidad de Magallanes (Punta Arenas). (m) no.
Tripylaster philippii 1
